Strange as this Weather Has Been Assignment
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Before you read Strange as this Weather Has Been, take a moment explore the Ann Pancake Appalachian Heritage Writer in Residence website at https://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/pancake/; click on the critical essay about Pancake “Appalachia and the Natural World: Language and Art in the Writing of Ann Pancake,” located at the Teaching Resources link.  What were the events and happenings in Pancake’s life that likely would affect style and ideas in her writing? Take a moment to look at some of the images from a film that inspired Ann Pancake to write this book about the struggles of a West Virginia family whose home place is threatened by mountaintop removal: https://www.google.com/search?q=trailer+for+chet+Pancake%27s+Black+Ciamonds&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS909US911&oq=trailer+for+chet+Pancake%27s+Black+Ciamonds&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i10i160l2.14772j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&bshm=ncc/1#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:42e690ce,vid:I7Zb3Tb0oSM. The film is Black Diamonds, a documentary produced and directed by Pancake’s sibling Chet. Pancake took time off from teaching and writing to help make the film, but instead of an essay or short story evolving from the experience as she had imagined, she embarked on a seven-year creative trek to write her award winning novel, Strange as this Weather Has Been, published in 2007 and winner of the Weatherford Award. Likewise, Chet Pancake’s documentary won the Paul Robeson Documentary Film Award the year before. Both creative works helped to change the way Appalachians and the country look at the insatiable need for energy in American at the expense of the ripping apart of mountains that took eons to create and polluting the Earth in the wake of such destruction. To get a clear sense about mountaintop removal (MTR), peruse the Earth Justice website about WV activists Larry Gibson of Kayford Mountain and Julia “Judy” Bonds and her daughter who became the inspiration for Ann Pancake’s characters Lace and Bant See, protagonists of Strange as this Weather Has Been. These images will give you a sense of verisimilitude and a more profound understanding of Pancake’s book: https://earthjustice.org/article/kayford-mountain-prettiest-lady-i-ve-ever-seen.  
As you read the novel, notice that the story is told from many different points of view. The 1st person narrators are Lace, her daughter Bant, and Uncle Mogey, while the 3rd person omniscient points of view are from Lace’s two children Dane and Corey and Mrs. Taylor’s son Avery. Why do you think Pancake chooses to have so many different narrators for this story, and why does she specifically uses 1st person for Lace, Bant, and Uncle Mogey?  What is significant about these three 1st person narrators in terms of this story? Pancake makes a point of connecting these Appalachian characters with the landscape that they call home; in terms of the particular story she is telling about the destruction of the mountains, why is this association between people and place appropriate? How are Lace and her husband Jimmy Make at odds about the mining going on above them on Yellowroot Mountain? What is the backstory about Jimmy Make and Lace—that is, the story of their meeting and eventual marriage? Why is this backstory important to the larger story about mountaintop removal and the activists in the community who feel compelled to fight the coal industry? How does Pancake develop the theme of Fate and individual Will or agency, as she tells this story? Why do Bant and Lace feel compelled to climb Yellowroot Mountain to see exactly what the company is doing above them, and how what does Bant have to do to finally get to the top of the mountain to see? The events in this narrative connect with the 1972 Buffalo Creek flood and disaster, something that happened decades prior to Mrs. Taylor’s telling Dane about the flood; what is the specific connection between the destruction of Yellowroot Mountain and the Buffalo Creek flood—other than the obvious that they are both catastrophes and lives were lost? Do you believe that Dane’s anxiety comes from more than just his worry about flooding and the destruction of the mountain by the coal company? What does Dane’s anxiety and discomfort have to do with Pancake’s ideas about nature and “natural”? How does Pancake explain the fascination with machines that Jimmy Make and Corey have? Why are these young men so enamored with machines? Finally, the climax of the story involves Corey, Tommy, and their fascination with a neighbor’s fast four-wheeler.  How does the event that occurs when the boys take the four-wheeler for a Sunday spin bring about the climax of this story about the environment and the slow disintegration of an Appalachian family? 
